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By Hayden Alfano

Once upon a time, not too long 
ago, the public face of home 
improvement wore a beard and a 
plaid flannel shirt. He was Bob 
Vila, his show was This Old 
House, and he was it when it 
came to remodeling in the 
mainstream.

Times have changed. While only 
two of the four major networks 
currently broadcast remodeling-
related shows, any homeowner 
armed with cable television and a 
remote control has access to a full 
menu of home-related 
programming. There's even an 
entire station, HGTV, dedicated to 
shows about remodeling, interior design, and other around-the-house hobbies.

Several remodelers have gotten into the act. Matt 
Plaskoff, president of Plaskoff Construction, in 
Tarzana, Calif., serves as the “construction consultant” 
for perhaps the most high-profile of these shows, ABC's 
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.” Each week, the 
program features the complete renovation of one home. 
The catch? The whole project has to be finished in 
seven days.

Plaskoff, whose company has done five remodels for 
the show, says that his involvement has given him a 
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In addition to running Plaskoff 
Construction in Tarzana, Calif., 

Matt Plaskoff is the “construction 
consultant” for ABC's Extreme 

Makeover: Home Edition.

sales and marketing boost.

“When I tell clients I've done the show, they 
immediately connect me with speed and credibility,” he 
says.

Keith Steier has the same point of view. His company, 
Knockout Renovation, in Brooklyn, N.Y., recently did 
a project for Bravo's hit series Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy. The episode won't air until April, but 
Steier is already promoting it, referencing it on the 
company Web site and displaying posters autographed 
by the show's famous hosts in both locations. He's 
already reaping the benefits.

“It's a reference by association,” Steier says. “There's 
no limit to how long something like this can create 
residual leads.”

Along with the extra credibility, though, come extra — and often unreasonable —
expectations. Plaskoff says he occasionally comes across homeowners who want their 
project done in the same fashion as the ones they have seen on television. When that 
happens, Plaskoff tells them “ABC can afford to do what it takes to get it done quickly. 
Can you?”

The good news is that some of them can. While completing projects on this kind of 
accelerated schedule isn't for everybody, a company that is set up to do it can find it 
quite lucrative. One of Plaskoff's recent clients is paying him 50% more in exchange for 
a speedy completion.
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Sponsor Spotlight residential architect Online: The No. 1 Source for Home 
Designers on the Web 

Featuring the authoritative articles from residential architect 
magazine, residential architect Online serves its readers with 
news, advice, design ideas, and product information. If you 
design homes for a living, visit online at www.
residentialarchitect.com.

ebuild New Product News, Free in Your E-Mailbox 

This biweekly e-mail newsletter identifies exciting new 
building products, helping building pros do their jobs better, 
faster, and smarter. With this service, readers never have to 
worry about missing out on the hottest new products as they're 
introduced.

Subscribe now. 
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